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ORSESSING o longer arm
of destruction than the
mightipst  of  voleanoes,
and leaving In its wake a
no-nian’s  lapd, rivaling
war's scars  across  the
face of Europe, the hurrl-

-

urnl forces contending for
the title, “champion of de-
struction,”

To fight the hurrlcans offensively s
folly. IFor ages mankind has bheen able
to wage only a defenslve wir agalnst
its terrifying “drives” and these ef-
forts have been, until modern times,
pitifully feeble. Muan's only defense
18 to be forewnrned. That it has been
possible [n the present generatlon to
reduce death toll of hurricanes to a
minimum, s due to the marvelous
service maintained by the Unlted
States wenther burean,

The heandquarters of the wenther
bureau, loeat«] quite to one side of
main-traveled thoroughfares in  the
national eapital, are the nerve center
of this unique organization which ex-
tends across the continent and also
far out to sen, since many vesscls co-
operate with the burean by making
dally reports to It

Great Storm Sighted.

Early in September a hurricane,
destined to devastate n wide area bor-
dering the Gulf of Mexico, reared Its
head like n great monster a thousand
miles to the southeast of the United
Btates, nmong the Islands of (he Car-
ibbean. As to what gave It birth not
even the sclentist knows, The forces
that propagnte all of these storms are
shrouded I{n mystery. This particular
bhurricane was born In remote trofnileal
waters, probably about September 5,
A few hundred miles north of this
center of disturbance the sea was rel-
atlvely ealm and passengers on steam-
ers passing this way had no Intimna-
tion of the terrifie foree that was
genernting off to the south, Likewlse,
the sonthland of the United States lay

placld, in part bathed In sunshine and |

in part shaded hy far-stretching blank-
ets of clouds, many of them so fleeey
that to the casual ohserver they car-
rled no suggestion of the coming storm.
Bat the hurricane in the troples gath-
ered strength quickly and flung itself
in fury over the slender chaln of {s-
lands constituting the Florida keys,

In the face of every much rising
peril the meteorologist upon whom
rests the responsibllity for making
dally forecasts, stands ke one facing
a thief In the dark, Beyond the main-
land coast and a few scattered sta-
tions In the West Indies, he has no
means of learning of the changing
atmosgpheric conditiong In those seas
to the south and east, save chance re-
ports from ships, Early reports of
this hurricane were meager Indeed.
The first Intimation of the coming of
disaster was recelved September 8,
The dally forecast for that date stated
that a troplenl storm had appenred
to the southeast of Key West, But
as to Its extent, or its course, the chief
forecaster nt that time could only con-
Jecture,

Despite his long experience In his
profession, It was Inevituble that the
forecaster should bhe anxlons—every
meteorologist who 18 foreensting at
sach n time 18 nnxlous, [Te had heen
on duty In senzone past when not o
glngle hurricane appenred. But in
other vears hetween July and Octoher
more than one such storm had left
a trall of devastation ncross many
stantes. The forceaster knew that mil-
YNlons of dollars worth of eargoes,
about to safl from the Atlantic nnd
Gulf ports, might be lost If he falled

cune f2 chilef among !mt-‘

|

ndequate warnings. The fate of whole
citles rested on his decision. As he
turned from his study of the telegraph-
Ie reports recelved from the eastern
and southeastern sectlon of the coun-
try, he Joked n lttle—but In the man-
ner of one whose joviality was n trifle
forcod, perhaps—about his repeated
hard luck at belng on duty “every
time one of these storms hove in
sight.,” There was an unmistakahle
tenseness n hls manner as he studied
the map, pointing to the low barom-
eter area that was moving steadily to-
waurd the southern states,
Weather Forecast Correct.

The next chapter In the hurrieane’s
brlef history is told In the wenther re- |
port of September 9: “The tropleal
storm was caentrnl Tuesday night and
i little south of Key West wliere the
bharometer read 2008 inches with n
wind veloeity of 60 miles an hour from
the northeast. The storm is appnrent-

| pass Into the Gulf of Mexico during
| Tuesday night.”

l How speedlly and declsively the
! forecaster had acted In the face of the
oncoming peril Is Indicated by the
next sentemce: “Warnings to ship-
ping and other interests have been
regularly sent since Monday morning
Lwhen storm warnings were first dis-
played on the south Florlda const,”

The following 48 hours were laden
with grave regponsibllity for the staff
of the weather bureau. It wus theirs
| to declde at the earliest possible mo-
ment consistent with aceuraey In what
direction the storm now moving with
Incrensing power and rapldity would
travel as It came nearer the mainland,
On Wednesday, September 10, the re-
| port read, “The tropleal storm pussed |
Key West, Fla,, abont midnlght Tues-
,day night with the barometer reading |
1 28.81 inches, and estimated wind ve-
{lozoity of 110 miles an hour from the
|east.” Here wis evidence that one of
the most violent storms of recent
I}‘O!Il‘il wns about to strike at some |
| point on the Gulf const.

This report revealed the mengerness
of avallable Information at this date
regarding the progress of the hurrl-
cane: *“Tonight the storm is probably |
central In the Gulf of Mexico, not far
from latitude 26, longitude 85, still
moving northwest, and  northeast |
storm warnings are ordered on the
Gulf econst from Carrnbelle, Flo,, to
New Orleans, where the winds will
| probably be strong on Thursday nlght.
Advice has nlso been issued to this
section to prepare for possible \'ury'
!damwmus winds by Friday."” I
| Defensive War Starts.
| And 20 man's defensive war ngainst
| the mighty foree of nature was on,
| With all 1ts selentifie data regnrding
| the course of previous storms, Instant-

| threatened the Gulf coast.

to muke n proper forecanst and issue | overturned.

{ more definiteness, even though

| fered

Iy necessible and with reports from
all avallable polnts of ohservation tab-

ulated and recorded on the weather |

map, the weather burean  foretold
muny hours In advance the peril that

people were forenrmied,
It will be recalled that storm warn-
Ings were displayed regulurly on the

south  Florlda  const  sinee Monday
morning. HHow necurnte the wenther

burenu's foreensts had heen s shown
by the press dispatehes doted Wednes-
day night, September 10: “Lower
Floridy was paralyvzed today ns a re-
sult of the violent hurricane that pnss-
ed over that seetion last night. Not
a housge In thle city (Key West) es-
caped damage; 320 frame bulldings
practienlly razedl, two
ediflees wrecked, and five retull stores
The damnge Iz estimated
at more than $2,000000. Shipping off
the const met with disaster. Several
small vesesels were sunk and others
were driven to the reefs"

By this time the wenther burean, In
its fight to keep destruction and death
at the minimum, was able to act with
there
was no adequate means of ascertain-
Ing atmospherie conditlons in the cen-
ter aren of the Gulf of Mexien. The
report of September 11, flashed over
the wires from Washington, rend:
“Tho tropieal storm Is apparently cen-
tral tonight in the Gulf of Mexico
with latitude 27 degrees and longitude
88 degrees. Absence of reports for-
bid the definite location of the storm
center, and It Is therefore Impossible
nt this time to state the portlon of
the malnland that it will first reach,
although 1t Is falrly probable that
it will be west of the Mississippl river,
Storm warnings are displnyed

were

trnl  Florkdn and the

coiut of Texns."

on

While the hurricane was moving on |

its northwestward course additional
news, brief but vivid, filtered In from
points In Its wanke. September 11 the
Associnted Press representative wired:
“Nine members of the Ward llne
sgteamer Corydon crew of 88 men
were brought to this port this after-
noon by the schooner Island Home,
They had heen adrift on an upturned
lifebont, without food and water for
three days, One of the crew, accord-
ing to thelr story, had hecome crazed,
from suffering and privation Wednes-
day night, and sprang overhoard.”

In these hours the thoughts of the
chief forecaster Instinctively turned to
Galveston, which In the past had suf-
terribly from simllar storms,
Dispatches from that eity Indieated
that the tide was rising rapldly. Wa-
ter was flooding the low places on the
island and people were flecing the
city. A 80-mlle northeast storm was
blowing. But for the weather burcau's
timely warnings which had reached
Galveston before the gale struck the
elty, mlllions of tons of eargo and
seores of ships would have put to sea
nnd would hinve heen lost,

In the next 24 hours the storm burst
upon the Texns const In full fury.
While the papers the next few days
were filled with accounts of the dam-
age nnd denth cansed by the hurricane

|thu fact of greatest significance, nnd
| which the publie has come to take al-

mwost us a matter of course. only par-
tially renlizing the skill and responsi-
billty Involved, was that the weather
hurean  had  been able to anticipate
thi= storm long enough in ndvance to
prevent a loss that probably waald
have totnled thousands of lilves and

| millions of dollars In shipping.

Was Thisi)g a GhosE

At Umbayo, Bouth Africn, John
Jeter, an English settler, owned n very
fine hound that wns run over and
killed hy a traln. For months nfter
the Jeter family was much annoyed by
the wild whistling of the pnssing
truins.  On eomplaining of this, they
were told by the engineers that they
wshould keep their dog at home, that
the whistling was merely n warning
%o the dog, which was always on the

tracks. The engineers described the
dog with such necuracy that the fam-
lly was greatly mystified, espeeinlly
when the engineers andded that the
dog would nlwnys refuse to leave the
track untll the engine was almost upon

Not Allowed to 8hake Hands.
Although todny we all shnke hands
on meeting ns n matter of course, there
wns n time when purists held that
friends of opposaite sexes should not
sulute one another by shaking hands.

In 1828, Sir John Nicholl, glving judg-
ment In an English divorce ease, re-
mnrked that “conduct highly blame-
able and distressing to the feelings of
n husband had been proved; but al
though 30 witnesses hind been exam-
Ined, no Indecent famlillarities beyond
kissing hnd been proved, The shaking
of hands when they met was now a
practice so frequent hetween persons
of different sexes, however, opinions
might differ as to its dellcacy, that no
unfavorable Inference could be de
duced thence,"”
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AR WORK NETS |
CAPITLISTS LITTLE

AMERICAN FINANCIERS FIND
' WAR ACTIVITIES ARE NOT
REMUNERATIVE.

Thus the |

from |
Iy moving northwestward, and “-mlrlu- Loulsinnn const enstward to cen- |
northwest |

COMMITTEEWILL INVESTIGATE

Soeme Men Gave Their Services For @
Dellar a Year—F. 8. Washburn
Criticises the Government's
Action,

New York.—A story of how Ameri-
can capiinlists spent vast sums with
ont expectation of return or profit to
uid the government in its efforts to
supply explosives for he war, was told
here to members of the House commits
tee on expenditures in the War De.
piartment, Incidentally, It developed
that the same men had put at the
service of their country  valuable
geerety learned from the Germans for
the extroction of nitrogen from the
alr

The commitier mel to open an inves-
tigation into the expenditure of $84.-
000,000 for two nitrate  plants  at
Musacle Shoals, Ala

Frank S. Washburn, president of the

| American Syanamid Company, which
built one ol the plants at Musole
Shonlg, informed the committee that
the company had made no profit on
over $80,000,000 worth of war work |
it had done for the government. The
plant cost the government §62,000,000,
had produced 1,600 tons of ammonium
nitrate, when the armistice was slgned,
and then ceased operation,
| “1t was Inconceivable to me,” Wash.
burn said, “that during the war some
men of affairs should be enabled by |
| the government to make large profits
| and others should glve their services
for $1 a vear or risk their lives at the
front. The American Cyanamid Com-
pany did not want any profit out of ita
war work. As n matter of fact, it hml|
| none. Government officlals Irwl:-ttodl
that we be pald a few of $1,600,000.
When we receive this fee we must puy|
| 85 per cent of it a8 taxation. Tt has not |
| been feagible for the govermnment to
Tepay us our entire expendiiure.
contributed without expense the serv-
fces of a staff of experts to the govern:
ment. We had to reimburse families
of men injured in the work."”

CLOTHES DESIGNERS ISSUE AN
EDICT.

Prohibition and Unlawfulness of Gun
Toting Bring Change in Men's
Garments.

New York.—P'rohibition will sweep
hip pockets in men's trousers inlto in-

| moenous desuetude, according to n pre-

dietion by experts of the International
Association of Clothing Desgigners, who
fssued an edict:

“Meke them smaller and shallower
this season.”

Commenting on the attitude of the
designers, George W. Hermann, a
member of the organization, said:

“It's illegal to tote a gun; it's un-
handy to carry your handkerchief
there, and you ean't buy anything but
wood alcohol to put in your flnsks. So
the pocket just naturally will shrink
away."”

TO EVANGELIZE WORLD

Interchurch Movement Budget For
Work in the Next Five Years
Is Approved.

Atlantie City, N. J—The budge! of
the Interchurch world movement, to |
be used in co-ordinating the energies
of the Protestant denominations for
the evangelizing the world, was ap-
proved at the conference of 1,400
church membersa here,

The budget calls for the expenditure
of $1,133,000,000 in the next five years,
It provides for evangelistic work in
America and the foreign field, proper
financing of hospitals and homes, lib-
eral awards to struggling colleges, for |
the fighting of social and Iindustrial un-
rest, and better wages to both min-
Isters and missionuries. |

It is specified that no part of the
budget shall be changed by a Board of
Review, to bo appointed with equal
representation of all denominations,
without the consent of the denomina
tional board directly affected.

Labzr Leader Qusted as |, W, W,

Denver, Colo,—The Colorado Stute
Federation of Labor has expelled 8.
D. C. Morrel, vice president snd mem-
ber of the executive board, for alleged
activity in the ranks of the . W, W,
accord'ng to announcement,

Mexican Volcano Kills 4 000,
Mexicn City.—The combined death |
toll from last Saturday’s earthgualkes
and voleanle eruptions, which rent &

part of the state of Vera Cruz, was |
estimated  conservatively  at 4,000, |
Twelve towns and villages were re |
ported destroyed. |

pistnt i R }

R. R. Operated at Loss by U. S. |

Washingion.—Rallroads during No-
vember, 1919, ware operated at a loss
of $60,000,000 to the government, ac-
cording to statistics given out by tha
Interstate Commerce Commission.
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Genuine Castoria

For Over
Thirty Years

GASTORIA

THE CERTAUR SOEPANY, HEW YORA TR

Watch the Little Pimples;
They are Nature’s Warni

Unsightly and Disfiguring Sig-
nals of Bad Blood.

Pimples on thg face and other
arts of the body are warnmis
rrom Nature that your blood Is
sluggish and impoverished, Some-
times they foretell eczema, boils,
blisters, and other skin disorders
that burn like flames of fire.

They mean that your blood needs
S. S, S. to cleanse it of these im-
pure accumulations that can causg

| SEASONS HAVE NOT CHANGED

Records Show That Weather and Cli-
mate Are the Same Today as
They Were Long Ago.

have not
| ehanged from the time of the Pligrims
down to the present day,” are the
| closing words of an article by Prof,
| Robert de C. Ward of Hurvard uni-
versity, on “The Snowfall of the Unl-
ted States,” In the Scientific Monthls.

That this Is so Is proved by a com-
parison of present-day conditions with
those so accurately recorded by the
early settlers of New England. “There
ure ficcounts of great cold; of deep
snows; of violent winter storms,
There are nlso many descriptions of
very mlild and open winters. Thus,
we reaid of December and January re-
sembling Mny and June; of flowers

| growing in the woods in midwinter;

of ‘so little snowfall as searcely to give
opportunity for enjoying the musle
of the slelgh bells;' of ‘green Christ-
mases:' of ‘winter turned Into sum-
mer}' of the ‘ground bare for the most
part;' of little lce; of crocuses up, of
wild violets In bloom, and of lllacs

| ‘throwing out thelr leaves' In Janu-

ary "

The Difficulty.
“What do you think of street pav-

| ing In the abstract?"

“How can you take mnbstract views
of a conerete sublect?”

unlimited trouble. This remedy Is
one of the greatest vegetable
compounds known, and contains
no minerals or chemicals to injure
the most delicate skin,

Go to i|w:u.u' drug store, and get o
bottle of S. S. S, today, get
those unsightly, disfiguring pim=
ples, and other skin irritations. It
will cleanse your blood thorough=
ly. For special medical advice free,
address Medical Director, 41 Swift
Laboratory, Atlanta, Ga,

WHENCE THE WORD CANNIBAL

Eaters of Human Flesh Were Inhable
tants of the West Indian Island
of Caniba.

When Columbus landed on the ‘lll.l;
of Halt{ a huge banquet was given

on that occasion he chanced to notics
that two or three of the al

guests hore scars on thelr naked bodlies
suggesting seriouny wounds.

In response to his polite Inquiry,
they sald that the scars represented
bites which gentlemen from the near
by island of Caniba had casually takem
out of thelr persons,

It was further explained that the
people of Caniba (known today as
Porto Rico) were addicted to the habit
of enting human flesh, and that, to ob=
tain this gastronomiec luxury they were
aecustomed to undertake armed ralds
upon the Haitlans and other neighbor
folks,

Hence (a8 we learn) the origin of
the word “eannibal"

A Warm Time Coming.
Imp—*That new arrival wants some-
thing for his nerves.” Satan—"Tell

him to have a smoke on me."”

Not Recognized.
“What's to become of the social
glasa now?' *“It will have to be eul
elass soon."

Coffee troubles

Vanish
when the table drink:is
changed from coffee to

ostum Cere

Its rich flavor makes
it fully acceptable to

those who

but.find coffee doesnt

like them.
1is ‘healthful

as not increased in price

At Grocers and General Stores
Two Sizes

Usually sold

Made by Postum Cereal Co.Batile Creelk Mick.

like coffee

table’beverage
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Mottiers Know That

his honor by a native chieftaln, and '
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